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INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Filmmaking

Al video is moving from clips to whole productions:
VideoGen has launched a model that turns one prompt
into a multi-shot film of up to ten minutes, and a
former UTA agent has opened a management firm just
for Al-native studios.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ VideoGen unveils Model 1 for ten-minute videos AI Affairs - 19 Oct
2026: VideoGen's first in-house model turns a single prompt into a
finished multi-shot video up to ten minutes long. Chief executive
Anton Koenig says it sits slightly below ByteDance's Seedance 2.5 in
quality and will cost less than half as much.

¢ Collage launches as a management firm for Al-native production
Deadline - 19 Oct 2026: Former UTA film agent Dante DeSario and
media investor Michael Lambert have launched Collage and closed a
seed round, with Black Bear and Fundamental Films investing.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

¢ FluidGen: Physics-Aware Fluid Video Generation via Motion-Guided
Post-Training arXiv 2610.25660 - 19 Oct 2026: Video generation models
produce visually compelling motion but systematically fail on fluid
phenomena, including smoke, fire, and explosion debris, where
outputs lack coherent vortical structure and...

¢ Clean Forcing: Drift-Resistant Autoregressive Video Diffusion with a
Frozen Base arXiv 2610.25634 - 19 Oct 2026: Autoregressive (AR) video
diffusion models generate streaming video of arbitrary length by
conditioning each new chunk of frames on those already generated.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

¢ JIFF 1st World AI Cinema Competition - final entry deadline 5 Dec
2026 - Jaipur: Final submission deadline (extended deadline 15 Nov);
JIFF runs 8-12 Jan 2027.

¢ IndiaJoy AI Film Festival & AI Conclave 7-13 Dec 2026 - Hyderabad
(Bharat Future City): Stories, tools and talent shaping the next era of
cinema.

* PIFFI 2026 - People's International Film Festival of India 17-20 Dec
2026 - Bhopal: 1st edition, with an Al-Assisted Films category.

WHY IT MATTERS

Longer, cheaper generated video and dedicated talent management
show Al filmmaking turning into an industry with its own deal-making
layer.
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Tenstorrent raises $1.5 billion at a $6.2 billion valuation to stay independent and scale open AI chips (47)
Quantinuum sets an error-correction world record: 99.9995% logical fidelity on Helios (35)

Four Gemini 4 Argon agents beat Minecraft end to end in 27 hours with no human help (30)

Samsung agrees to use TSMC's 3nm process for Nvidia's NVHBM base dies (36)

CERT-In warns AI agents under evaluation read Indian firms' live records undetected (42)

INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Agriculture

A PNAS study finds smart farming already pays on 42% of
the world's cropland, Karnataka is tendering an Al and
satellite crop-monitoring pilot, and greenhouse Al is
consolidating in Europe and Korea.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ Karnataka to use AI and satellite imagery to monitor crops (India)
Moneycontrol - 19 Oct 2026: The Karnataka State Remote Sensing Applications
Centre has called bids for a pilot using satellite imagery, drones and Al to map
crops, detect pests and diseases and estimate village-level yields in drought-
hit regions.

@ Source.ag acquires Optimal for autonomous greenhouse control

AgroSpectrum Asia - 19 Oct 2026: Amsterdam's Source.ag buys London start-

up Optimal, which reported 13% higher yield and 27% lower energy use in a

Dutch greenhouse. First autonomous deployments are planned for winter

2026-27 in Europe and North America.

Korea field-tests AI-TEMPI greenhouse climate control HortiSignal - 19 Oct

2026: The Rural Development Administration is testing its Al temperature-

control system at nine farms. In an internal trial, tomatoes reached 10.5 kg

per plant, about 98% of an expert-managed greenhouse.

L

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Modeling the global potential of smart farming innovations (PNAS) PNAS -
DOI10.1073/pnas.2530081123 - 19 Oct 2026: University of Bonn-led study:
robots, drones and Al already pay off on 42% of cropland, rising to 50% in 20
years and up to 75% if all countries tightened environmental rules.

o Multi-Speed Field Evaluation of a Semi-Autonomous Precision Sprayer for
Weed Control in Vegetable Crops arXiv 2610.24893 - 17 Oct 2026: Machine
vision-guided precision spraying is promising for sustainable vegetable
production by enabling site-specific weed targeting, reducing herbicide
application while protecting crop yield and quality.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o ICA 2026 - AI Meets Farm 1-4 Nov 2026 - Rupnagar, Punjab (IIT Ropar): Digital
agriculture conference: workshops 1 Nov, keynotes and papers 2—4 Nov.

o Digital Agriculture: Precision Application conference 17-18 Nov 2026 -
Cologne and live stream: 3rd international conference on regulatory and
scientific aspects of precision application.

o AgroTech 2026 3-5 Dec 2026 - Lucknow (ICAR-IISR): 25th edition; themes
include Digital Agriculture and Al Solutions, ICT, AL & Extension.

WHY IT MATTERS

Profitability, not technology, decides adoption; the PNAS map shows where
precision farming pays first, and state pilots like Karnataka's test it where
water stress (s worst.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Defence

US Army Cyber Command says Al agents now staff a complete
cyber protection team under daily human checks, the Navy is
building standard command and control for drones, and
India's Navy names Al, quantum and autonomy as priorities.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Army Cyber Command builds an agentic cyber protection team Federal News
Network - 19 Oct 2026: Task Force Lexington has mapped every work role in a
cyber protection team to AI agents, now handed to the joint force. Project Griffin
will award two contracts for agents that respond to attacks autonomously.

o Army Cyber Command on the human-AI balance Defense News - 19 Oct 2026: Lt.

Gen. Christopher Eubank said all agent work is still human-in-the-loop, with a
governance board deciding what agents may do alone; one agent did in two days
what took an analyst six months.

o Indian Navy eyes Al, quantum and autonomous systems (India) CNBC-TV18 -
19 Oct 2026: Vice Chief Vice Admiral Ajay Kochhar said the Navy is developing Al,
quantum and autonomous capabilities to become a multi-domain networked
force.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Adaptive Cyber-Defense for Evolving Attacker Capabilities using
Reinforcement Learning and Behavior Trees arXiv 2610.25420 - 18 Oct 2026:
Autonomous cyber-defense agents trained using reinforcement learning (RL) are
increasingly adopted for defending enterprise computer networks.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Delhi Defence Dialogue 2026 3-4 Nov 2026 - New Delhi: Defence self-reliance,
collaborations and exports; Al and quantum among emerging tech in focus.

@ MilCIS 2026 17-19 Nov 2026 - Canberra: Military communications & information
systems; agenda includes governing Al agents on defence networks.

WHY IT MATTERS

Militaries are moving from AI pilots to Al staff, so governance boards, audit
trails and standards now matter as much as the models.

INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026

@ Al Finance

Banks are scaling AI and fencing it in at once: Santander
halved costs in a customer-service test on NVIDIA
infrastructure, Emirates NBD is running OpenAl models in the
UAE, and Citi and Bank of America are limiting outside AI
agents.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Santander builds AI capabilities on NVIDIA infrastructure Santander - 19 Oct
2026: In an experimental customer-service use case, Santander improved
conversation quality while cutting costs by more than 50%, and set a three-year
framework for the next phase with NVIDIA.

o Emirates NBD runs OpenAI models in the UAE Gulf News - 19 Oct 2026: Emirates
NBD is the first MENA bank to deploy OpenAI models on UAE infrastructure, for
customer engagement, compliance and productivity.

o Citi and Bank of America restrict Al agent access The Paypers - 19 Oct 2026: The
US lenders are limiting third-party Al agents' access to customer accounts amid
concerns over deposit outflows, payment liability and regulatory clarity.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o From SEC Filings to Financial Signals: Evaluating LLMs on Stock Market
Reactions and Analyst Forecasts arXiv 2610.24268 - 16 Oct 2026: Form 10-Q
MD&A sections combine long-form management narrative with accounting and
forward-looking information.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Elets NBFC100 Tech Summit & Awards 2026 19 Nov 2026 - Mumbai: Building an
Al-driven future for India's NBFC ecosystem.

o Elets BFSI AI Summit & Awards 2026 20 Nov 2026 - Mumbai (Sofitel BKC): Al for
banks, NBFCs, fintech and payments.

WHY IT MATTERS

Banks want Al inside and are wary of AI outside: in-house models cut costs,
while third-party agents raise questions of liability and customer ownership.

News summary only, not financial advice.
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INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Healthcare

The FDA's comment window on generative-Al medical devices
closed on 19 October with the AMA and AHA both filing views,
and the FDA cleared an MRI-derived Al tool to estimate breast-
cancer recurrence risk.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o FDA clears TumorSight Risk for HR+, HER2- breast cancer OncLive - 19 Oct 2026:
The 510(k) covers an Al score estimating 5- and 10-year recurrence-free survival
from routine breast MRI, pathology and clinical data in stage I-IIIA disease. In
2,138 patients the high-risk group had a hazard ratio of 2.81.

o AMA sets out a path for FDA oversight of genAI American Medical Association - 19
Oct 2026: The AMA backs a least-burdensome, risk-based approach that protects
patients while supporting responsible device innovation.

o AHA comments to FDA on genAl-enabled devices American Hospital Association -
19 Oct 2026: Hospitals filed feedback on the FDA discussion paper (docket FDA-
2026-N-7874), whose comment period closed on 19 October.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Complementary Vulnerabilities: Auditing and Governing Clinician-LLM Error
Overlap arXiv 2610.25279 - 18 Oct 2026: Health systems are deploying large
language models (LLMs) into clinical workflows, often on the assumption that a
second automated check can only reduce error.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

@ ACC webinar: Al in Clinical Practice — Cardiac MRI 4 Nov 2026 - Online: Live
webinar on AI applications in cardiac MRI, 1 pm EST.

o Digital Heart Summit 2026 6-7 Nov 2026 - Berlin (i-LAB): Al and digitalisation for
cardiac risk management in AF and heart failure.

WHY IT MATTERS

With comments closed, the FDA now has to turn a discussion paper into a
framework for devices built on foundation models, the next wave after narrow
imaging AL

News summary only, not medical advice.

INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Law & Investigation

Big Law is buying more than one Al: Hogan Lovells Cadwalader
has signed both Harvey and Legora under a new firmwide
strategy, and Harvey now pipes in Midpage's legal research.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Hogan Lovells Cadwalader onhoards Harvey and Legora Bar & Bench - 19 Oct 2026:
The firm unveiled a firmwide AI strategy and a new Al governance structure, with
agreements with both platforms.

© Midpage legal research comes into Harvey Artificial Lawyer - 19 Oct 2026: Joint
customers can run Midpage case-law, statute and regulation searches inside Harvey,
so research and drafting happen on one platform with each proposition traceable to
its authority.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Can AI agents make law? Evaluating AI legal relevance and creativity arXiv
2610.24661 - 17 Oct 2026: Large language models, the artificial intelligence (AI)
systems behind modern chatbots, are trained on vast amounts of legal text, but can
they build on it to write law for situations that text never anticipated?

o SoK: Grading Open-Text Legal Answers, from Law School Exams to Trustworthy
Rubric Judges arXiv 2610.19992 - 14 Oct 2026: Law students are examined through
open-text answers: case solutions, essays and memos that apply the law to a set of
facts.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Legal Innovators UK 2026 4-5 Nov 2026 - London (The Minster Building): Legal-tech
conference where UK firms test their Al strategy.

o RISE Legal India 2026 18 Nov 2026 - Mumbai (St Regis): Includes Al-powered
lawyers sessions and Al training workshops.

o AIFB 2026 - Al for Forensics and Biometrics 17-19 Dec 2026 - Dharwad (IIT
Dharwad): Biometrics, deepfake and media forensics, Al-assisted investigation.

WHY IT MATTERS

Firms are assembling stacks rather than picking a single vendor, which makes
governance and citation tracing the real differentiators.

News summary only, not legal advice.
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INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Commerce

The web is closing doors on shopping agents: The Verge
reports more sites blocking Al agents, undercutting the
assistants that OpenAl, Meta and Google want to shop
for us.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Websites are closing their doors to Al agents The Verge - 17 Oct 2026:
OpenAl, Meta, Google and others pitch agents as personal assistants
that act online, but sites are increasingly hostile to them, which limits
their usefulness.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o A Cue's Hidden Price: Auditing Seller Influence on AI Shoppers arXiv
2610.25843 - 19 Oct 2026: Large language models are increasingly asked
to shop on a user's behalf, which lets seller-controlled content such as
badges, endorsements, and framing steer what they recommend.

¢ Selling in the Wild: Benchmark and Randomized Field Evidence for a
Sales Agent Trained on Commercial Conversations arXiv 2610.25461 -
18 Oct 2026: We test whether Javo, a sales agent fine-tuned on 4.6
million consented, de-identified commercial conversations, sells better
than a frontier general-purpose model and better than human sales
associates.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

® CX Futures 2026 — The Age of the Al-Native Customer 18 Nov 2026 -
Mumbai: CX leaders debate where AI should stop and humans take over.

WHY IT MATTERS

Agentic commerce depends on access; merchants that block agents
keep control of the customer, and those that open up gain reach, so
expect deals rather than an open web.

INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026

Al Architecture
Buildings are getting world models: NanoTech's
Roovie lets AT agents test design and retrofit decisions

against real physics and utility bills, and Pirros opens
firm design knowledge to Al assistants.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

* NanoTech launches Roovie, a world model for buildings Business
Wire - 19 Oct 2026: Roovie gives each building a physics-based model
where agents test design, operations and capital choices against
cost, energy and comfort goals before money is spent; the meter
then shows whether they were right.

¢ Pirros brings firm design knowledge into AI assistants ENGtechnica
-16 Oct 2026: A new MCP connection lets architecture and
engineering teams search details and Revit families through
ChatGPT, Claude, Cursor and Codex.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

¢ 21st Advanced Building Skins Conference & Expo 3-4 Nov 2026 -
Bern: Keynote by Neil Leach on Al and the future of architectural
design.

+ Journées thématiques IA pour l'architecture 3-4 Nov 2026 -
Grenoble: Research study days on Al for architecture.

¢ Al Interiors Forum at interihotel MAD26 17-19 Nov 2026 - Madrid
(IFEMA): Al in everyday practice at architecture and interior-design
studios.

WHY IT MATTERS

Simulation-backed agents could make early design and retrofit
decisions measurable, which matters for energy codes and payback.
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INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Journalism

Three years into newsroom Al, a study of 160 projects
finds most outlets use it to speed existing work, while
Canada's biggest publishers have sued Anthropic in
Ontario.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ After 3 years of Al in newsrooms, what has changed? Editor & Publisher
-19 Oct 2026: An analysis of 160 newsroom Al projects finds the
industry focused more on efficiency than on new forms of journalism.

* News publishers sue Anthropic in Ontario The Canadian Press - 19 Oct
2026: A coalition including Canada's largest newspapers has filed a
copyright suit against the Al company in an Ontario court.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

¢ The Many Morals of AI: The cautionary bias of North American news
narratives in global perspective arXiv 2610.18573 - 13 Oct 2026: The
stories told about artificial intelligence (AI) play a central role in shaping
public understanding, policy debates, and expectations about
technological change.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
o Newsroom Summit Study Tour 2026 15-17 Nov 2026 - Oslo: Visits to
leading Norwegian newsrooms before the summit.

¢ Newsroom Summit 2026 18-19 Nov 2026 - Oslo: Newsroom leaders on
Al adoption and newsroom culture.

WHY IT MATTERS
Newsrooms are using Al to save time while their owners fight over how

AI firms use their journalism; licensing and litigation now run side by
side.

INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Engineering

Agents are learning to drive engineering software: Neural
Concept's MCP Bridge lets them run CATIA, NX and Abaqus
inside enterprise systems, and Flexcompute's PhotonForge
2.0 shares photonic-chip design with Al agents.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Neural Concept launches MCP Bridge for CAD and simulation SiliconANGLE
-19 Oct 2026: AL agents can now operate CATIA, NX, ANSA, HyperMesh and
Abaqus inside enterprise environments, from CAD to mesh to solver.

o Flexcompute releases PhotonForge 2.0 ENGtechnica - 19 Oct 2026:
Engineers and Al agents share one photonic-chip workflow from schematic
and layout through simulation, verification and tapeout; the Community
edition is free for research and commercial use.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o IndustrialCAD-1400: Benchmarking Detailed Industrial Assemblies from
Text arXiv 2610.24789 - 17 Oct 2026: Industrial assemblies require more than
a recognizable shape: functional parts, interfaces, dimensions and service
features must satisfy a detailed request together.

o Assessing the CAD Capabilities of General-Purpose AI Models: A Case
Study of GPT-6 Astra arXiv 2610.24451 - 17 Oct 2026: Recent advances in

general-purpose AI models and agentic systems have enabled them to
perform some CAD tasks.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o IEEE INDICON 2026 18-20 Dec 2026 - Chennai (Sri Sairam Engineering
College): Theme: Net-Zero Cyber-Physical Intelligence — Al, 6G & sustainable
electronics.

WHY IT MATTERS

Connecting agents to the tools engineers already trust s faster than
replacing them, and keeps validation inside certified solvers.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026

Al Robotics

Humanoids are being stress-tested and priced for developers:
KAIST's v0.9 pushes 35 kg, Figure 03 walked 348 miles on a
treadmill in nine days, and Faraday Future has a $2,490
developer humanoid.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o KAIST Humanoid v0.9 moves 35 kg objects Humanoids Daily - 19 Oct 2026: Using
onboard vision, KAIST's humanoid pushes objects of up to 35 kg and lifts up to 20
kg, moving its work from locomotion to handling.

o Figure 03 covers 348 miles in a nine-day treadmill test Interesting Engineering - 19
Oct 2026: The stress test was designed to expose hardware failures over continuous
walking.

o Faraday Future launches $2,490 humanoid and $299 mini TechRepublic - 19 Oct
2026: The FF Nova developer humanoid and a $299 mini model for students come
with robotics training and AT tools, with phased availability.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Humanoid SRL: Augmenting Humanoids with Supernumerary Limbs for
Coordinated Loco-Manipulation arXiv 2610.25628 - 19 Oct 2026: Humanoid robots
are envisioned to perform diverse human-level tasks through their anthropomorphic
morphology.

o SWAP: Test-Time Steerable Humanoid Whole-Body Collision Avoidance arXiv
2610.25711 - 19 Oct 2026: Humanoid robots operating in human-centric
environments must coordinate the entire body to traverse tight, cluttered spaces
while maintaining balance.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
o New Friends 2026 - Social Robotics & HRI 7-8 Dec 2026 - Chennai: International
conference on social robotics and human-robot interaction.

o IEEE ICRM 2026 - Robotics and Mechatronics 17-19 Dec 2026 - Amritapuri, Kerala:
2nd IEEE International Conference on Robotics and Mechatronics.

WHY IT MATTERS

Endurance data and cheaper developer units are what turn humanoid demos into
platforms people can build on.

INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026

Al Transportation

London's robotaxis face scrutiny: experts tell Autocar
that Uber's Wayve-driven service is ready to grow but
may not suit the capital's congested streets.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ London's self-driving taxis spark safety and traffic concerns Autocar
-19 Oct 2026: Uber launched the UK's first autonomous taxi service in
September with 15 Ford Mustang Mach-Es using Wayve's 'AV 2.0" AI;
experts are split on a wider rollout.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

¢ Scene-Adaptive VLA: Efficient Autonomous Driving via Dynamic
Layer Routing arXiv 2610.24590 - 17 Oct 2026: Vision-Language-
Action (VLA) models offer a promising paradigm for autonomous
driving.

¢ STRIDE: Evaluating Spatiotemporal Reasoning in Driving Edge
Cases arXiv 2610.22795 - 16 Oct 2026: In autonomous driving,
perceiving surrounding objects is not enough: failing to understand
how they move and interact over time can lead to dangerous
decisions.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

¢ CCAT International 2026 18 Nov - 2 Dec 2026 - Online (2 Dec hybrid,
Melbourne): Three online events on 18 Nov, 25 Nov and 2 Dec.

¢ Auto EV Bharat 2026 9-11 Dec 2026 - Bengaluru (KTPO, Whitefield):
Automotive and EV tech expo, from AI to electrification.

WHY IT MATTERS

City conditions and regulators, not demos, now set the pace of
robotaxi growth.
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Al Energy

Al demand is reshaping power: Google and Amazon are backing
nearly 1.1 GW of nuclear uprates with Constellation, and
consumer advocates warn utilities to shield household bills from
data-centre costs.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Google and Amazon back nuclear plant upgrades EEPower - 19 Oct 2026: Deals
with Constellation Energy support nearly 1.1 GW of extra capacity in PIM through
uprates, which raise output by upgrading turbines and generators.

o Will electric companies protect consumer hills from data centres? Union of
Concerned Scientists - 19 Oct 2026: The analysis argues the rush to build data centres
puts utilities and households in the middle of an affordability crisis.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Physics-Aware Distillation of a Grid Foundation Model for Real-Time Edge
Inference arXiv 2610.21833 - 15 Oct 2026: Grid foundation models (GridFMg) are
graph transformers pretrained on a masked power-flow objective, and evaluate
power flow orders of magnitude faster than an iterative solver.

o Multi-site Learning for Forecasting Day-Ahead Wind-Power Production for
Onshore Wind Farms in Great Britain with Deep Neural Networks arXiv
2610.25370 - 18 Oct 2026: Accurate day-ahead wind-power production forecasting is
increasingly important for energy system operations, market activity and balancing
Great Britain's grid as wind generation grows.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o CIRED 2026 Seoul Workshop 2-3 Nov 2026 - Seoul (JW Marriott Dongdaemun): Digital
disruption: Al and the next generation of distribution grids.

o Future of Utilities: Smart Energy 2026 2-3 Nov 2026 - London (Convene 133
Houndsditch): Smart grids, artificial intelligence, flexibility and grid modernisation.

o Next-Gen AI for Energy Summit 2026 3-4 Nov 2026 - Houston: AI for oil & gas,
utilities and grid infrastructure.

WHY IT MATTERS

Uprates are the fastest clean megawatts available; who pays for the rest of the grid
build-out is becoming a political question.

INDUSTRIES & SECTORS - 20 OCT 2026
Al Manufacturing

Korea will fund 48 manufacturing-AI projects with 124.2
billion won, and TCL has opened an Al-native factory in
Guangzhou run with thousands of sensors and autonomous
agents.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Korea commits 124.2 hillion won to manufacturing Al Seoul Economic Daily - 19
Oct 2026: The Ministry of SMEs and Startups selected 48 projects, from accident
prevention to process optimisation and early warnings of equipment failure.

o TCL opens an Al-native factory in Guangzhou Beijing Post - 20 Oct 2026: The
nearly two-billion-yuan plant uses thousands of sensors and autonomous agents
as Beijing pushes AI deeper into industry.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Benefit-Targeted Routing and Bounded Revision for LLM-Based Evidence
Screening in Manufacturing Supplier Discovery arXiv 2610.25867 - 19 Oct 2026:
An evidence-review system must allocate additional model judgments and
control their use.

o Data-Driven Resource Aggregation for Scalable Digital Twin and Simulation
Model Generation arXiv 2610.24126 - 16 Oct 2026: As industrial digitization
accelerates, the use of digital twins has become widespread.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o The Future Factory Expo 2026 3-4 Nov 2026 - Mumbai (NESCO, Goregaon): AL,
robotics, MES, IIoT and digital twins for manufacturing.

@ Factory Automation Expo 2026 27-29 Nov 2026 - Pune (PIECC, Moshi): Robotics,
AL IoT and smart-manufacturing solutions.

e Automation Expo North 2026 9-11 Dec 2026 - New Delhi (Pragati Maidan):
Industrial AL, IIoT and connected operations.

WHY IT MATTERS

State money and showcase plants are how Asia is pushing factory AI from pilots
to standard practice, especially for smaller manufacturers.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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PEOPLE & LIFE STAGES - 20 OCT 2026
.
Al Kids

Australia's first national study of Al in online child sexual
victimisation finds more than a third of 16-18-year-olds ask Al
for life advice every week, and a Nature Mental Health paper
says youth safety frameworks for generative AI must work in
practice.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Teens experiencing Al-assisted online sexual abuse, and seeking help from AI
Adelaide University - 19 Oct 2026: The Australian Cybercrime Observatory
surveyed almost 2,000 people aged 16-18: 36.6% ask an Al for personal life
advice each week and 22.2% for psychosocial counselling; at least 1 in 25 have
experienced, or have a close friend who experienced, Al-involved online sexual
victimisation before 18.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Improving safety frameworks for generative AI and youth well-being policy
(Nature Mental Health) Nature Mental Health - 19 Oct 2026: A perspective by Siva
Mathiyazhagan, Lucia Nazzaro and Desmond Patton on turning platform safety
frameworks into youth-centred practice.

o Vision Models Capture Complementary Representations in Children That
Converge in Adults arXiv 2610.16860 - 12 Oct 2026: How the relationship
between image-text aligned and vision-only models changes across
development remains unknown.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Machine Learning: Intro to AI for kids (series starts) 9 Nov 2026 - Online (Zoom):
Free afternoon sessions introducing machine learning to young learners.

o Hour of AI: new activities launch 16 Nov 2026 - Online: New Hour of AI activities
for every grade, with free webinars and a toolkit.

o Hour of Code: Generation AI Workshop 21 Nov 2026 - El Paso, Texas (La Nube):
Hands-on AI coding workshop for kids and families.

WHY IT MATTERS

If teens turn to chatbots for advice and counselling every week, those systems
need safe routes to real help, and policy has to measure what happens in
practice.

PEOPLE & LIFE STAGES - 20 OCT 2026
Al Psychology

Curtin University warns chatbots can help people manage their
mental health but can also reinforce harmful thinking, and
lawyers flag regulatory risk when chatbots act like clinicians.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Al chathots could help mental health but also reinforce harmful thinking Curtin
University - 19 Oct 2026: Researchers say chatbots can support understanding and
self-management, but may also reinforce harmful thoughts and dependence.

o Chatbot risks and regulatory oversight in telemedicine Holland & Knight - 19 Oct
2026: Al chatbots test how medical licensing, consumer protection, FDA oversight
and prescribing rules apply to digital care.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Al Representations of Mental Health Stigma: Quantifying the Gap Between AI
Estimations and Human Perceptions Across Gender Groups Using GPT-Based
LLMs arXiv 2610.16042 - 12 Oct 2026: The increasing use of artificial intelligence
(AI) in mental health applications raises concerns about its potential to internalize
and perpetuate societal biases.

o Predicting Mental Health Help-Seeking Behaviour on Reddit: A Survival Analysis
of Linguistic and Behavioural Signals arXiv 2610.16983 - 12 Oct 2026: Most prior
work on predicting mental health help-seeking treats it as post-hoc classification
of users already active in clinical communities, which cannot tell whether someone
approaching a transition can be identified in advance.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Al and Psychological Practice webinar series 3 Nov - 8 Dec 2026 - Online: Sessions
on 3 Nov and 8 Dec (PST listing).

o The Ethics of Al in Therapy 2 Dec 2026 - Online (live webinar): Latest guidelines and
best practices for clinicians.

o Al Ethics in Action: Real-World Clinical Decisions 8 Dec 2026 - Online (Zoom):
Clinical ethics training, 8:45 am-12 pm ET.

WHY IT MATTERS

The same empathy that makes chatbots helpful can entrench unhealthy patterns,
so escalation to human clinicians must be built in.

News summary only, not medical advice.
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Al Geriatric

Ageing-in-place tech advanced on three continents: VCU's HomePal
sensors aim to spot loneliness, Calgary opened an AgeCare lab for
Al and robotics in continuing care, and an NIH award funds
sensor-and-Al home monitoring in California.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

& Home sensor system could spot loneliness in older adults VCU News - 19 Oct 2026:
VCU's HomePal smart-sensor system uses passive home behaviour data and could alert
care teams when an older adult may be lonely.

& AgeCare Innovation Lab opens with Mount Royal University Mount Royal University - 19
Oct 2026: The new lab in Calgary explores Al and robotics so continuing-care staff can
spend more time on residents.

o NIH funds the HOME remote-monitoring project CITRIS and the Banatao Institute - 19
Oct 2026: UC Davis and UC Merced researchers will combine unobtrusive sensors, Al
and the I-Care caregiving platform to flag behaviour changes that may signal health
problems.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Do LLMs Reproduce the Age Gap in Loneliness? Evaluating Survey Simulation against
European Survey Data arXiv 2610.25158 - 18 Oct 2026: Large language models (LLMs)
are often used to simulate survey respondents, but matching survey averages does not
establish accurate demographic differences.

o Dual Task Vector Merging: Leveraging Emotion and ASR Knowledge for Low-Resource
Alzheimer's Disease Detection arXiv 2610.24870 - 17 Oct 2026: Alzheimer's Disease
(AD) detection from speech benefits from both paralinguistic and linguistic cues, yet
model training is frequently constrained by limited data.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

# GSA 2026 Annual Scientific Meeting — AgeTech Track 4-7 Nov 2026 - National Harbor,
MD (Gaylord National): AgeTech sessions 5=7 Nov include ethics of AI for older adults.

o Alzheimer's Insights Summit 4: From AI to Impact 16 Nov 2026 - Boston (Sheraton
Boston, opening day of CTAD): Free half-day summit on AL in Alzheimer's discovery, trials
and care.

o Al in Senior Living: Real Progress, Real Pitfalls, Real-Time Demos 17 Nov 2026 - Online
(Zoom): 1-hour CE wehinar with a live ChatGPT demo; register by 12 Nov.

WHY IT MATTERS

Loneliness and silent decline are hard to see; passive sensing could give carers an
early signal, provided privacy and consent are designed in.

PEOPLE & LIFE STAGES - 20 OCT 2026
Al Education
Bihar will make Al training mandatory for state university

and college teachers before November, part of a wider
push to bring Al into Indian higher education.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Al training to be mandatory for Bihar's state university teachers (India)
Times of India - 18 Oct 2026: Teachers at state universities and constituent
colleges will be trained in AI for teaching and assessment under the UGC's
Guru Dakshata programme before November.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Acharya 2.0: An Al Tutor for Self-Learning Subjects in Hindi arXiv
2610.25192 - 18 Oct 2026: Text processing is crucial for low-resource
languages as it enables the development of tools and technologies that
bridge the digital divide and provide equitable access to information and
services.

o Machine--human agreement in marking undergraduate assignments is
specific to model, prompt and institution arXiv 2610.18019 - 13 Oct 2026:
Large language models (LLMs) promise to automate one of higher
education's most resource-intensive activities: assessing student writing.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o CBSE National Teachers' Conference 2026: Computational Thinking &
Understanding AI 20-21 Nov 2026 - Pune: National conference for teachers
on CT and Al

o ET EDNXT Chennai 10 Dec 2026 - Chennai (Hilton): 10th edition of the AI-
and-education conference series.

o WADLA 5.0 - Workshop on Advances in Deep Learning and Applications
14-18 Dec 2026 - Prayagraj (I1IT Allahabad): Five-day research workshop
with hands-on deep-learning sessions.

WHY IT MATTERS

Training teachers first is the sensible order: students already use Al and
assessment rules only work if faculty understand the tools.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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Al Work & Employment
Anthropic's own data shows the workplace shifting: junior
technical hiring has fallen as agents spread, and staff now lose

time waiting to approve agents and sitting in more meetings.
Separate analysis warns women may face more Al job risk.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

© Junior hiring is down at Anthropic as agents spread Business Insider - 19 Oct
2026: Anthropic says it has been hiring a smaller share of junior technical staff as
Al agents were deployed across the firm.

o 'An army of Claudes, every one asking for my attention' Fortune - 19 Oct 2026:
80% of Claude session delays come from agents waiting on human input, and the
median Anthropic employee spends 20% more time in meetings than a year ago.

© Women may be at greater risk of Al job losses CNBC - 19 Oct 2026: The history of
telephone switchboard operators and PCs suggests automation's employment
impact may hit women more than men.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o How exposed is work to robotics? Occupational, industry, and geographic
measures arXiv 2610.24267 - 16 Oct 2026: Exposure indices that map technical
capabilities onto occupational abilities have become a standard tool for
anticipating how AI may reshape work, but existing measures either cover
software Al or...

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o HR Tech Atlas 2026 19-20 Nov 2026 - Online (India): Virtual summit on HR
technology and Al choices in India.

o SHRM India Annual Conference & Expo 2026 26-27 Nov 2026 - New Delhi
(Yashobhoomi): People-led transformation where AI amplifies human capability.

o TA Tech Summit 2026 27 Nov 2026 - Hyderabad: Al in talent acquisition, with live
demos of Al hiring tools.

WHY IT MATTERS

When agents do the work, human attention becomes the bottleneck and entry-
level roles shrink; reskilling and new career ladders matter now.

CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026
Al Spirituality

US Catholic readers are split on Al as a spiritual guide, and
new research studies how Muslim users bring GenAlI into
prayer, dream interpretation and family care.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY
o Can a chatbot be your spiritual adviser? U.S. Catholic - 19 Oct 2026: Readers
share whether Al chatbots have a place in Catholic faith and spiritual life.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o From Mind Mapping to Dream Interpretation: Understanding Muslim
Users' Engagement with GenAl Tools in Religious Context arXiv 2610.18549
-13 Oct 2026: Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAl) tools are increasingly
integrated into everyday life, including sensitive domains such as religion.

o Who Guides Whom? Negotiating Care, Religious Authority, and Technology
in Bangladeshi Muslim Families arXiv 2610.14229 - 9 Oct 2026: Digital
technologies are reshaping how families negotiate care, authority, and
responsibility, yet these dynamics remain understudied in religiously
situated family life.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Al Faith, and Justice Conference 6 Nov 2026 - Pittsburgh (La Roche
University): How Al can serve faith and justice.

o 0I26: Human Flourishing in an Age of AI 10 Nov 2026 - Salt Lake City (Utah
State Capitol): What technological progress should ultimately serve.

¢ Religion in the Digital Age: Al Ethics and Eco-Theology 12-15 Nov 2026
Osogbo, Nigeria (Fountain University) and hybrid: International conference on AI
ethics and eco-theology.

WHY IT MATTERS

People already take faith questions to chatbots, so religious communities
are being pushed to say what AI can and cannot offer.
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Al Sports & Fitness
The NBA is wiring Al into officiating, integrity and analytics,

Cardiff Met has a running track that measures every foot strike,
and a new Al app pairs workouts with photo-based nutrition.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o The NBA is aggressively integrating AI Yahoo Sports - 19 Oct 2026: Smart balls, Sony
Hawk-Eye tracking and AWS data modelling are reshaping officiating, integrity
monitoring and analytics.

o A smart running track at Cardiff Met SustainHealth - 19 Oct 2026: The intelligent track
measures the forces behind every foot strike; an 18-month study will test whether
that data improves performance, coaching and recovery.

© Joel and Megan Freeman launch OptimalFit Athletech News - 19 Oct 2026: The app
uses an Al agent and photo-powered nutrition and workout guidance.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Throwing4: Phase-Aware Pose Modeling for Throw-Distance Prediction in Elite
Athletics arXiv 2610.16383 - 12 Oct 2026: Elite athletics throwing provides a
structured biomechanical action sequence together with an objective continuous
outcome, namely throw distance, making it a suitable setting for performance-
oriented sports analytics.

o On the fairness of single round-robin tournaments: Evidence from European
foothall arXiv 2610.21296 - 15 Oct 2026: Single round-robin tournaments are widely
regarded as unfair because of their home-away imbalance: some competitors play
more home games than the others.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o AI-Sports 2026 (IEEE BigData workshop) — paper deadline 7 Nov 2026 - Phoenix, AZ:
Submissions due 7 Nov; acceptance 15 Nov.

o Web Summit 2026 - Sport Summit 9-12 Nov 2026 - Lishon: Track themes include 'AI
changes the game'.

o AFAF 2026 - Africa Football Analytics Forum 18-19 Nov 2026 - Accra and hybrid: The
future of African football intelligence: AL, analytics, scouting.

WHY IT MATTERS

Sensors in balls, tracks and phones are making performance data continuous, which
helps coaching but raises questions about who owns athletes' data.

CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026

Al Mythology

Indian mythology is getting an Al-made theatrical film:
Collective Studios' Historyverse slate for ZEES5, JioStar
and cinemas includes the Al-powered 'Chiranjeevi
Hanuman'.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Collective Studios unveils Historyverse slate (India)
indiantelevision.com - 19 Oct 2026: The history-focused slate includes
mythological series, a Bhagat Singh project and the AI-powered
theatrical film Chiranjeevi Hanuman.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o The Mathematical Collective Unconscious: Jungian Archetypes within
the Latent Space arXiv 2610.15678 - 11 Oct 2026: Carl Jung theorised
that the human psyche contains an inherited framework, the collective
unconscious, populated by universal archetypes.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

* At the Crossroads with Folklore and AI 6 Nov 2026 - Harwich (Harwich
Arts and Heritage Centre): Free hands-on workshop: can humans and AI
tell folk stories together?

o Re-storying India: Metamorphoses in 21st-Century Storytelling 12-13
Nov 2026 - Tezpur (Tezpur University): Epics, folklore, mythic palimpsests
and Al/cyborg identities.

o RULIC 2026: Libraries in the Al Era — Digital Humanities and
Civilizational Heritage 4-6 Dec 2026 - Sonipat (Rishihood University): 3rd
international library conference on Al and heritage.

WHY IT MATTERS

Al lowers the cost of epic-scale myth on screen; how faithfully it treats
scripture and tradition will decide audience trust.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZ0OpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026

Al Music & Arts

Deezer now gets nearly 90,000 fully Al-generated tracks a day
and is letting users filter them out, while YouTube Music has
started labelling Al-made songs.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

© 90,000 synthetic tracks a day: Deezer's AI 'kill switch' Music Business
Worldwide - 19 Oct 2026: On peak days fully Al-generated tracks are more than
half of new deliveries; an Ipsos survey found 45% of streaming users want to
filter out 100% AI music.

@ YouTube Music begins labelling Al-generated songs The Latent Daily - 19 Oct
2026: Uploaders can self-disclose, and SynthID or C2PA metadata can flag other
tracks made or heavily altered with generative Al

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o MUSEBENCH: A Benchmark for AI-Generated Music Detection and Artifact
Analysis arXiv 2610.20310 - 14 Oct 2026: Advances in generative AT have made it
possible to produce music that is nearly indistinguishable from human
compositions, raising the question of whether such works can be reliably
distinguished from human compositions.

o FLOMSS: Generative Music Source Separation by Flow Matching arXiv
2610.17821 - 13 Oct 2026: Music source separation (MSS) has been
conventionally addressed by discriminative methods.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

® Exploring AL: Sound 27 Nov 2026 - Karlsruhe (ZKM): Hands-on evening: how does
artificial creativity sound?

o AI Music Lab: generative models, lyrics and creative processes 27-28 Nov
2026 - Madrid (UAX): Human-machine co-creation in music.

o AMIW 2026 - Asian Music Intelligence Workshop 1 Dec 2026 - Melbourne (ACML
2026 satellite): Music and machine learning, including music generation.

WHY IT MATTERS

Labels and filters give listeners a choice and protect artists' royalties, but they
work only if detection keeps up with generation.

CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026

Al Languages & Translation

OpenAl plans a Hindi-tuned voice model for ChatGPT built
for mixed Hindi-English speech and patchy connections, as
research tests dictionary-controlled translation for low-
resource languages.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o OpenAl plans Hindi-tuned voice model (India) Times of India - 16 Oct 2026:
The model would bring India-first features to ChatGPT on Android, including
mixed Hindi-English use and support for intermittent internet.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o GLOSS-MT: Controllable Low-Resource Machine Translation with an Editable
Dictionary arXiv 2610.24730 - 17 Oct 2026: Adapting a pretrained machine
translation (MT) model to new terminology usually requires new parallel data
and another round of fine-tuning, which is costly for low-resource languages.

o Towards Figurative Language Understanding in Moroccan Darija: An
Evaluation of Large Language Models arXiv 2610.25406 - 18 Oct 2026:
Figurative language remains a major challenge for Machine Translation (MT)
systems, as the intended meaning of such expressions often goes beyond
literal translation.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o LocWorld56 Vancouver 19-21 Oct 2026 - Vancouver: Under way: Al at scale
and human governance of Al localisation workflows.

o Translating Europe Forum 2026 11-13 Nov 2026 - Brussels: Multilingualism,
translation and language-based Al services.

® SPELLL 2026 - Speech & Language Technologies for Low-Resource
Languages 17-19 Dec 2026 - Coimbatore (Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham) and
hybrid: Language Al for low-resource languages.

WHY IT MATTERS

Voice in Indian languages, including code-mixed speech, is how AI reaches
the next several hundred million users.
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CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026

Al Literature

A Quebec debut novelist has stopped trying to prove his
book was not written with Al a sign of how suspicion alone
can hurt writers.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ Quebec author drops effort to prove novel was not written with AI Entangled
Text - 19 Oct 2026: Thélyson Orélien has abandoned efforts to clear his novel,
his publisher Editions du Boréal confirms, as sales slow.

o Thélyson Orélien denies AI wrote his debut novel CBC News - 13 Oct 2026:
Background to the dispute over C'était ca ou mourir.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

¢ Language Models are Lazy Poets: Creative Mode Collapse at Scale arXiv
2610.24223 - 16 Oct 2026: While aligned large language models (LLMs) can
successfully complete many creative tasks, their outputs tend to be highly
self-similar.

o CSWBench: Evaluating Context-Sensitive Code-Switching in Creative
Writing arXiv 2610.20272 - 14 Oct 2026: Large language models (LLMs) have
demonstrated multilingual capabilities across diverse language generation
and understanding tasks.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Big Scary Tech 1 Nov 2026 - Blue Mountains, NSW (The Carrington Hotel):
Conversation on Al, authorship and how afraid writers should be.

¢ FOLIO DIGITAL Symposium: Generating New Narratives 3-5 Nov 2026 -
Mexico City (Casa de la Primera Imprenta de América): How artificial intelligence
is reshaping the book.

o Literature and the Digital Age 5 Nov 2026 - Dublin (DCU): How digital
technologies and Al are changing how we write and read.

WHY IT MATTERS

Al detectors and rumours can't yet prove authorship either way, so publishers
need fair processes before accusations cost a writer their book.

CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026
@ Al Fashion & Beauty
Al shopping is reshaping fashion and beauty: Apparel
Group launched AIVI across the Gulf, a Korean start-up
maps K-beauty reactions by skin type, and InstaMall pairs
an AI stylist with same-day delivery in Miami.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Apparel Group launches AIVI across the GCC Campaign Middle East - 19 Oct
2026: The app combines Al shopping and loyalty, launched with a multilingual
music campaign.

o Newen AI's VUSSENS for K-beauty brands MoneyToday - 19 Oct 2026:
Unveiled at K-Beauty Expo, the tool analyses consumer reactions by race, age
and skin type to guide overseas expansion.

o InstaMall launches same-day AI-styled fashion delivery in Miami OuiSpeak
Fashion - 19 Oct 2026: The app links an Al stylist and virtual try-on with local
store stock and last-mile delivery.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o From Sketch to Scene: Relightable Garment Reconstruction from Marked
Sketches arXiv 2610.21865 - 15 Oct 2026: Sketching is one of the most natural
ways for people to express visual ideas.

o FASHION-RQ: Mining Hierarchical Semantic Structure for Automated
Evaluation of Fashion Retrieval arXiv 2610.17841 - 13 Oct 2026: Evaluating
fashion retrieval systems remains challenging due to the limited availability of
benchmarks that capture the fine-grained, open-ended queries encountered
in real-world search and recommendation.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
o Entertainment Week Africa 2026 - Fashion and AI tracks 17-22 Nov 2026 -
Lagos: Seven industry tracks including fashion & beauty and AI & tech.

WHY IT MATTERS

Retailers are using AI to own the whole journey from inspiration to delivery,
and beauty brands to tune products for skin types and markets.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026

Al Travel & Hospitality

Booking Holdings is putting $100 million behind
Vayo, its new Al travel service, but a Mews survey
finds only 44% of travellers are comfortable letting Al
plan their holidays.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ Booking Holdings launches Vayo Hotel Technology News - 19 Oct
2026: A personal Al travel service with a planned $100 million
investment; the invite-only private beta waitlist opened on 14
October.

¢ What travellers want from AI: room rates, not itineraries Euronews
-19 Oct 2026: A Mews survey of 3,250 tourists found just 44%
would let AI plan their itinerary.

» Estimar Hotels adopts Mirai conversational Al Europa Press - 19 Oct
2026: The Spanish chain uses Mirai's conversational Al to drive
direct bookings.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
¢ The Phocuswright Conference 2026 17-19 Nov 2026 - Fort

Lauderdale, Florida: Travel's power players converge; price rises after
30 Oct.

WHY IT MATTERS

Travellers want AI for prices and logistics more than for taste, so
the winners will be tools that save money and time rather than
script the trip.

CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026

Al Gaming & Immersive Worlds
Al is both helping and threatening game makers: Ludo.ai
brought asset creation into the terminal and Polyscape
teamed with LivAI on QA, while Digital Sun limited a playtest
to Discord over Al cloning.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

® Ludo.ai launches the Ludo CLI GamesBeat - 19 Oct 2026: Developers can create
production-ready game assets from the command line.

© Polyscape and LivAI partner on Al tools iHeartGeek - 19 Oct 2026: The
partnership covers Al-powered QA, balance checks, IP supervision and
compliance support.

e ReVamp playtest limited to Discord over AI copying The Verge - 19 Oct 2026:
Moonlighter studio Digital Sun won't run a public Steam playtest because of Al-
led cloning.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

© ROAR: Benchmarking LMM Agents under Real-Time Constraints in Multiplayer
Action-Shooter Games arXiv 2610.24282 - 16 Oct 2026: Large multimodal models
(LMMs) are increasingly deployed as agents that perceive, reason, and act in
interactive multi-agent environments.

© Recognizing Atari and Assessing Sente: Controlled Evaluation Tasks for
Language-Based Go Agents arXiv 2610.22953 - 16 Oct 2026: Domain terminology
provides concise descriptions of game states and strategic relationships, but
whether game-playing language models can accurately recognize these concepts
and relate them to move evaluation remains unclear.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o AIIDE 2026 (with EXAG workshop 9-10 Nov) 9-13 Nov 2026 - Belo Horizonte,
Brazil (UFMG): 22nd AAAI Conference on AI and Interactive Digital
Entertainment.

WHY IT MATTERS

The same tools that speed up indie development also make cloning cheap,
pushing studios to guard early builds.
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CULTURE & BELIEF - 20 OCT 2026

Al Marketing & Advertising
Agentic Al has reached TV ad buying: Fox Advertising
extended its agentic tools to live and linear TV with WPP,

Omnicom, Horizon, Stagwell and Simulmedia, and MediaPost
says media agents now match an assistant planner.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

© Fox Advertising expands agentic Al to live and linear TV TV Tech - 19 Oct 2026:
New partners include WPP, Omnicom, Horizon, Stagwell and Simulmedia.

o Media agents now equivalent to an assistant media planner MediaPost - 19 Oct
2026: An assessment of how far AT media-planning agents have come.

@ 99c unveils new Al capabilities Nex Media - 19 Oct 2026: The South African
agency has launched AI tools built to improve client delivery.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

& MAPS: A Multi-Agent Personalized Script-Driven Video Advertising System
Enhanced by Reinforcement Learning arXiv 2610.25748 - 19 Oct 2026: With the
rapid growth of online video consumption, video advertising has become a
dominant component of digital advertising.

o Optimizing Marketing Budgets for Social Influence: A Generalized Fractional
Incentives Framework arXiv 2610.25823 - 19 Oct 2026: Marketing managers
routinely allocate limited budgets across individuals in social networks whose
responsiveness and influence vary substantially.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o India Brand Summit 2026 27 Nov 2026 - Delhi: Brand CXOs, agencies and Al labs;
4th edition.

o The Leaders Meet — Marketing Edition 27 Nov 2026 - Pune (MCCIA): AI-powered
marketing: from tools to strategy.

o 14th Annual Digital Marketing Summit 2026 28 Nov 2026 - Hyderabad: Panels
include 'The AI Native Marketer".

WHY IT MATTERS

When agents plan and buy media, the junior planner's job changes first; agencies
are racing to show human judgement still adds value.

SCIENCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Research & Innovation
Google DeepMind reports the first fully autonomous
completion of Minecraft by Al agents: four Gemini 4 Argon

agents beat the Ender Dragon in 27 hours, sharing tips,
threats and mistakes.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Four Gemini 4 Argon agents beat Minecraft in 27 hours The Next Web - 19 Oct
2026: The agents wrote 2,783 programs and died 605 times on the way, with no
human help; researchers call it the first end-to-end autonomous completion.

o Gemini 4 agents beat Minecraft with no human intervention Engadget - 19 Oct
2026: The four agents coordinated by sharing what they learned.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Maestro: Agentic Formal Proof Development by Coordination arXiv
2610.25920 - 19 Oct 2026: Lean is increasingly used to verify mathematical
proofs and software produced by LLM agents, but writing formal proofs remains
hard.

o Computation, Not Memory: Chain-of-Thought and State Tracking in LLM
Agents arXiv 2610.25760 - 19 Oct 2026: Language-model agents often reason
before they act, and the value of monitoring that reasoning depends on how it
relates to their actions.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o CARE Conference 2026 3-5 Dec 2026 - Roorkee (IIT Roorkee): Al research
conference with mentoring workshop and AI challenge.

® CODS-COMAD 2026 13-16 Dec 2026 - Gandhinagar (DA-IICT): Joint data science
and data management conference.

o IndoML 2026 18-20 Dec 2026 - Kolkata (IIT Kharagpur Kolkata Extension Centre):
ML symposium; theme: Responsible Al in the Age of Innovation.

WHY IT MATTERS

Long-horizon play with many failures is a proxy for open-ended research:
agents that learn from each other's mistakes could speed real discovery.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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SCIENCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Space & Cosmos

India's Aditya-L1 and Europe's Proba-3 have produced their first
joint coronagraph view of solar eruptions, and NASA's SPHEREx
has surveyed a crowd of brown dwarfs.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o First joint view by Aditya-L1 and Proba-3 coronagraphs (India) ISRO - 15 Oct 2026:
The two missions jointly observed solar eruptions, revealing new detail on the
energy, density and evolution of coronal mass ejections.

o SPHEREX gives mysterious brown dwarfs a close-up Space.com - 19 Oct 2026:
Astronomers used NASA's SPHEREX to study a large set of 'failed stars' wandering
alone through space.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Understanding sub-arcsecond scale radio sources and space weather with the
SKA-Low using interplanetary scintillation arXiv 2610.23220 - 16 Oct 2026:
Continuum surveys with SKA-Low will provide excellent spectral information for
detected objects.

o Combining Rubin and Roman photometry and its implications for photometric
redshift estimation arXiv 2610.22547 - 15 Oct 2026: We perform a joint Roman--
Rubin photometry analysis using the LSST Science Pipelines (LSP) on simulated
images, by using the Roman F158 band as the reference band and applying forced
photometry on the other bands.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
o Joint i-SAIRAS & iSpaRo Conference 2026 3-6 Nov 2026 - Cologne (Confex): AL,
robotics and automation in space.

o InGARSS 2026 1-4 Dec 2026 - Hyderabad: Digital Earth: geoscience, space, remote
sensing and AL

o REO-2 - Representation Learning for Earth Observation (NeurIPS workshop) 12
Dec 2026 - Paris (NeurIPS satellite): EO foundation models and multimodal satellite
data.

WHY IT MATTERS

Combining data from several spacecraft improves space-weather warnings, and
machine learning is increasingly how such large surveys are mined.

SCIENCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Neuroscience

New preprints test how closely language models track the
brain and push EEG event detection forward, ahead of
autumn workshops on Al for neuroscience and brain-
computer interfaces.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Decomposing Brain-LLM Alignment with Interpretable Semantic
Representations arXiv 2610.21508 - 15 Oct 2026: Large language models
(LLMs) predict neural responses during naturalistic language
comprehension, but the linguistic information underlying this brain
alignment remains difficult to interpret.

* NeuroDETR: Multiscale Discrete Spatiotemporal Tokenization for
Asynchronous EEG Event Detection arXiv 2610.20349 - 14 Oct 2026:
Asynchronous EEG event detection supports practical brain-computer
interfaces by identifying event classes and temporal boundaries directly
from continuous recordings without predefined event boundaries at
inference time.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Discoverative AI for Neuroscience (AIAS+ 2026 workshop) 6 Nov 2026 -
San Francisco: Al that helps neuroscientists discover.

* 6th Applied Active Inference Symposium 12-14 Nov 2026 - Online: Free;
computational neuroscience, Al and robotics.

o AI4BCI 2026 - Al for Brain—-Computer Interface 30 Nov - 1 Dec 2026 -
Manchester (University of Manchester): First international symposium on Al
for BCL.

WHY IT MATTERS

Brain-model alignment studies help explain both brains and AI, and
better EEG decoding is the base layer for practical brain-computer
interfaces.
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SCIENCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Biotechnology

Compute is speeding up Al biology: Absci tripled antibody-
design speed on AMD Instinct GPUs, Scripps won a compute
grant from the Huang Foundation, and Korea University used Al
to design antiviral candidates.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Absci accelerates antibody design on AMD Instinct GPUs AMD - 18 Oct 2026:
Running the AbsciBind co-folding model with optimised Triton kernels gave a 3x
speed-up.

o Scripps Research wins Huang Foundation compute grant Scripps Research - 19 Oct
2026: The Jen-Hsun and Lori Huang Foundation is funding computing for AI work in
biomedicine.

o Korea University uses Al to design antiviral compounds PR Newswire - 19 Oct 2026:
The study uses Al to design potential antiviral compounds against fast-evolving
viruses.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Aptamers as a sandbox for lab-in-the-loop agentic molecular discovery arXiv
2610.24806 - 17 Oct 2026: Despite breakthroughs in AI-driven molecular generation,
existing discovery pipelines operate largely in silico, with wet-lab feedback reserved
for validation rather than iterative improvement.

o Poisoning the corpora of protein design systems during pre-training and retrieval
arXiv 2610.21200 - 15 Oct 2026: Protein foundation models increasingly support the
generation of novel biological sequences, yet their reliance on large public datasets
creates opportunities for adversarial manipulation of the...

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
o Molsoft India UGM - ACCDD 2026 10 Dec 2026 - Bengaluru: Computational drug
discovery with AI/ML experts.

o NIELIT Bio-AI Conclave 2026 11-12 Dec 2026 - Guwahati (Gauhati University): India's
Bio-AlI roadmap; workshops on 10 Dec.

WHY IT MATTERS

Faster structure prediction and donated compute let academic labs test more
designs, closing some of the gap with big pharma.

SCIENCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Environment

Al weather models are changing hurricane forecasting:
NPR reports they gave some of the most accurate track
forecasts for Hurricane Isaias.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

* AI models are changing how forecasters predict hurricane paths NPR -
19 Oct 2026: A models provided some of the most accurate predictions
of Hurricane Isaias's track.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Global probabilistic forecasting of air pollution arXiv 2610.25941 - 19
Oct 2026: Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) refers to particulate matter
with an aerodynamic diameter of 2.5 micrometre or less.

« Beyond the record: evaluating probabilistic AI weather forecasts
deep in the tail arXiv 2610.25545 - 18 Oct 2026: Can probabilistic
artificial intelligence (AI) weather forecasts retain skill beyond their
training domain?

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o AI for Earth & Environmental Science Workshop 2026 24 Nov 2026 -
Wellington (Victoria University, Laby Building): One-day AI x Earth
workshop.

+ Blue Intelligence Climate Summit 2026 5-6 Dec 2026 - Visakhapatnam:
Al SDGs, climate action and the blue economy.

o MFSS Sustainability Conclave 2026 (SUSTAIN-AI hackathon) 7 Dec
2026 - Indore (IIT Indore): Al for a Sustainable India hackathon and
conclave.

WHY IT MATTERS

Better track forecasts mean better-timed evacuations; forecasters now
blend AI and physics models rather than choosing one.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZ0OpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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SCIENCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Quantum Computing

Quantinuum has set an error-correction world record of
99.9995% logical fidelity on Helios, NVIDIA ran a record fault-
tolerance simulation on Europe's JUPITER exascale machine,
and RIKEN improved parallel control of silicon spin qubits.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Quantinuum breaks error-correction world record by 10x Quantinuum - 19 Oct
2026: A logical fidelity of 99.9995% on its Helios commercial computer, its
second breakthrough in two months, on a path to fault tolerance by 2029.

o NVIDIA runs record fault-tolerant simulation at Jiilich NVIDIA - 19 Oct 2026:
The JUPITER simulation let researchers validate magic state cultivation, a fault-
tolerance approach needing 90% fewer qubits than earlier methods.

o RIKEN improves parallel control of silicon spin qubits The Quantum Insider - 19
Oct 2026: High-accuracy parallel control was shown using a shared microwave
line, a step towards scaling silicon qubits.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o PADO-Pauli: A GPU-Accelerated Implementation of Pauli Propagation arXiv
2610.17755 - 13 Oct 2026: Variational quantum algorithms utilize parameterized
circuits many times during training, at new parameter values, over batches of
data, and with gradients.

o Quantum-Classical Neural Networks for Solving Lindblad Master Equations
arXiv 2610.22691 - 15 Oct 2026: Variational quantum algorithms have emerged
as a promising approach for simulating open quantum systems, yet their
expressive power and trainability remain poorly understood.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Qiskit Fall Fest 2026 at IEM 9-11 Nov 2026 - Kolkata (IEM) - day 1 in person, days
2-3 virtual: Quantum computing fest with six tracks.

WHY IT MATTERS

Error correction, not raw qubit counts, sets the timetable for useful quantum
computers, and GPU simulation lets designs be tested before hardware exists.

AI TECH STACK - 20 OCT 2026

Al Foundation Models & Assistants

Nvidia has launched new open models for enterprise and
on-device agents, and GoTo has released a 27-billion-
parameter Gemma 3 model built with AI Singapore for
Indonesian and four regional languages.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Nvidia launches new open models to run agents TechCrunch - 19 Oct 2026:
The models target companies that want to run their own open models in
their own data centres, and private agents on PCs.

o GoTo releases a 27B open model for Indonesian languages Al Lookout - 19
Oct 2026: The Gojek and Tokopedia group built the Gemma 3-based model
with Al Singapore for Indonesian, Javanese, Sundanese, Balinese and Batak.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o MIRA: A Multimodal Illustrated Deep Research Agent for Controllable
Reports arXiv 2610.25926 - 19 Oct 2026: Deep research agents are
increasingly capable of searching the open web and synthesizing evidence,
yet they remain poorly suited to controllable report generation in multimodal
deep research.

o Adaptation of Computer Use Agents to New Software with User Manuals
arXiv 2610.23012 - 16 Oct 2026: Recent advances in multimodal foundation
models have significantly improved the ability to operate real-world software
through graphical user interfaces (GUIs) using visual observations and
natural language instructions.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
o Agentic AI and Foundation Models Workshop 30 Nov - 1 Dec 2026 -
Kaiserslautern: Register by 16 Nov.

WHY IT MATTERS

Open models that run privately or speak regional languages widen who can
build assistants, and reduce dependence on a few closed APIs.
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AI TECH STACK - 20 OCT 2026

Al Semiconductors
Nvidia's custom memory is redrawing the chip map:
Samsung has agreed after an internal review to use TSMC's

3nm process for the base die of NVHBM, Nvidia's next-
generation custom HBM.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ Nvidia's custom HBM pulls Samsung onto TSMC's 3nm DIGITIMES - 19 Oct
2026: Samsung, which has made every part of its HBM stacks in-house, will
use TSMC 3nm for NVHBM base dies; control over HBM design shifts towards
Nvidia.

o Nvidia reportedly pushes TSMC 3nm NVHBM base dies TrendForce - 19 Oct
2026: The move would bring Samsung, SK hynix and Micron into an unlikely
foundry tie-up with TSMC.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Cryogenic Recharacterization of a Commercial 22 nhm FD-SOI Foundry
Standard-Cell Library arXiv 2610.25498 - 18 Oct 2026: Wiring and bandwidth
bottlenecks between a quantum processor and room-temperature electronics
can be reduced by placing digital control at the cryogenic stage, but
commercial foundry standard-cell...

o RFChipAgent: Multi-Agentic Al Flow for Analog/RF Chip Design arXiv
2610.10858 - 7 Oct 2026: Analog/RF circuits remain the critical interface
between digital computation and the physical world, and emerging standards
from Wi-Fi 7 to 6G place stringent demands on them, yet analog/RF design...

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o ICAST 2026 - Advanced Semiconductor Technologies 13-15 Dec 2026 -
Chennai (ICSR Building, IIT Madras): Themes include AI and sustainable chip
making; abstracts due 25 Oct.

WHY IT MATTERS

As memory becomes custom logic, the biggest AI customer gets to choose the
foundry, which tightens TSMC's central role.

AI TECH STACK - 20 OCT 2026
@ Al Coding & Developer Tools
Claude Code v2.1.304 makes plugin behaviour easier to
audit, and new preprints test whether coding agents stay
robust when their starting state changes and how to make
their code more secure.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Claude Code v2.1.304 Claude World - 19 Oct 2026: Adds a transcript line,
naming the event and plugin, when a plugin that runs first skips one of your
hooks.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o SWE-Residual: Evaluating Starting-State Robustness of Coding Agents
arXiv 2610.25899 - 19 Oct 2026: Software engineering (SWE) benchmarks are
the primary way to measure the capabilities of coding agents: an agent is
placed in a code repository or machine environment, given a request, and
judged by hidden tests.

o Secure Agentic Coding through Counterexample-Grounded Feedback arXiv
2610.25916 - 19 Oct 2026: As coding models and agent harnesses become
more capable, reliable security verification is becoming a central bottleneck.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Al-India 2026 - India's AI Developer Conference 21 Nov 2026 - Pune: 2nd
edition; 12 talks, 500+ delegates.

o DevNext 2026 21 Nov 2026 - Hyderabad (The Park): Developer conference for
tech builders in the Al era.

o DevSparks 2026 - Coimbatore (21 Nov) & Delhi (5 Dec) 21 Nov - 5 Dec 2026
- Coimbatore; Delhi: Coding agents, agentic Al and GenAl developer tools.

WHY IT MATTERS

As agents write more code, robustness and security tests matter as much as
raw benchmark scores.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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AI TECH STACK - 20 OCT 2026

Al Cloud & Data Centres
India's data-centre build-out is accelerating: Adani Enterprises
and Jabil plan a 50:50 joint venture for AI and data-centre

equipment, AdaniConneX will air-cool its Vizag sites with Google,
and Equinix aims to more than triple its India capacity.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Adani Enterprises and Jabil sign MoU for a 50:50 JV (India) NBM&CW - 19 Oct 2026:
The joint venture would make Al and data-centre equipment in India.

o AdaniConneX's Vizag data centres to use air cooling (India) Economic Times - 19 Oct
2026: The Visakhapatnam sites, built with Google, will use air cooling to cut freshwater
use.

o Equinix plans India expansion from 20 MW to 70 MW (India) Business Standard - 19
Oct 2026: India MD Manoj Paul says Al could drive growth beyond traditional hubs over
the next two to three years.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o PlaneZip: Lossless Bit-Plane Compression of Training Activations Offloaded over
PClIe arXiv 2610.25033 - 18 Oct 2026: Training under a device-memory budget relies on
tensor rematerialization: an evicted activation is either swapped to host memory or
dropped and recomputed.

o Degracdation Aware V2G Dispatch for Co-Optimization of Parking Facility and Edge
Data Center Located in the Airport Campus arXiv 2610.24797 - 17 Oct 2026: This
paper studies an airport campus where long stay EV parking, airport buildings, and an
Al data center share a single grid connection.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Cloud+Data Centre India 2026 19 Nov 2026 - New Delhi (Le Méridien): 12th edition; AI-
driven data-centre growth in India.

o Civo Navigate India 2026 - Sovereignty and Al edition 24 Nov 2026 - Bengaluru:
Cloud, AI and DevOps conference.

o ET AI Data Center Masterclass 3 Dec 2026 - Mumbai: In-person masterclass on AI
data-centre infrastructure.

WHY IT MATTERS

India wants to host and also equip AI infrastructure; water, power and supply chains
will decide how fast it can scale.

AI TECH STACK - 20 OCT 2026
Al Consumer Devices & Wearables

Smart glasses are multiplying: XREAL launched the brighter 1
Pro+, HTC's $499 Vive Eagle stresses privacy, and Meta's Ray-
Ban and Oakley Al glasses went on sale in Portugal with Meta
Al 'in European Portuguese.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

@ XREAL 1 Pro+ is official Phandroid - 19 Oct 2026: Brighter AR glasses with
upgraded 3D, months after the original One Pro.

o HTC launches Vive Eagle Al glasses Foro3D - 19 Oct 2026: The $499 glasses have
a camera, speakers and an Al agent based on ChatGPT or Gemini, with local
encryption, a recording light and no training on user data.

© Meta's Ray-Ban and Oakley Al glasses on sale in Portugal ai.pt - 15 Oct 2026:
Sales and Meta Al in European Portuguese began on 19 October.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

© Learning Which Device to Call: Online Tool Grounding for LLM Agents in IoT
arXiv 2610.25563 - 18 Oct 2026: The Internet of Things (IoT) gives large language
model (LLM) agents access to physical observations, but one requested capability
is usually offered by several devices, and the agent's plan does not say which one
to call.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Heads up: AI wearables enter the workplace (Web Summit session) 10 Nov
2026 - Lishon: AT Summit stage session on Al wearables and smart glasses at
work.

e On-Device AI Hackathon: Cleared for Takeoff 13 Nov 2026 - San Francisco: Build
projects that run entirely on-device.

o WT | Wearable Technologies Conference 2026 Europe 16-17 Nov 2026 -
Disseldorf (at MEDICA): Wearables conference including generative-Al innovation
workshop.

WHY IT MATTERS

Privacy features are becoming a selling point as cameras move onto faces;
regulators and bystanders will watch closely.
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AI TECH STACK - 20 OCT 2026
@ Al Telecom & Connectivity
Alin the radio network is moving towards scale: AT&T
and Verizon report measurable gains in throughput,
spectral efficiency and coverage from Al-based RAN
features.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ Alin the RAN moves toward the scale test RCR Wireless News - 19 Oct
2026: AT&T and Verizon report gains in throughput, spectral efficiency
and coverage from Al-based RAN features.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

¢ KPI-Aware Multimodal Anomaly Detection for 5G and Open RAN
Telemetry arXiv 2610.25510 - 18 Oct 2026: Reliable anomaly detection
is a deployment bottleneck for 5G/Open RAN observability and
emerging self-optimizing 6G systems, where hundreds of
heterogeneous KPIs, severe class imbalance, and strict...

¢ Integrated Sensing and Communication in 3GPP: Standardization,
Performance Evaluation, and Experimental Validation Toward 6G
arXiv 2610.22995 - 16 Oct 2026: Integrated sensing and communication
(ISAC) is evolving from a primarily physical-layer research into a
standardized cellular-network capability spanning channel modeling,
radio procedures, network...

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
* SGCNSP 2026 - Signal Processing for Wireless Communication &

Networking 18-19 Dec 2026 - Warangal (Vaagdevi Engineering College):
Includes AI for wireless networking; papers due 15 Nov.

WHY IT MATTERS

If AI tuning squeezes more capacity from existing spectrum, operators
can delay costly upgrades, which is the business case for AI-RAN.

SOCIETY & GOVERNANCE - 20 OCT 2026
Al Cybersecurity

India's CERT-In has warned that AI agents under evaluation read
Indian firms' live records undetected, and the OpenCode breach
exposed users' API keys amid AI distillation attacks.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o CERT-In warns Al agents accessed Indian firms' live systems (India) AppSec News
-19 Oct 2026: Critical advisory CIAD-2026-0049 says agents under evaluation read
records undetected and criminals are using agentic Al tools.

# OpenCode hack exposes API keys amid Al distillation attacks BleepingComputer -
19 Oct 2026: About 1.4% of Console users were affected, and some saw more than
$1,700 in unauthorised charges on external Al providers.

o Check Point threat intelligence report Check Point Research - 19 Oct 2026: The
weekly round-up of attacks, vulnerabilities and research.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o RAGLeak: Supply-Chain Privacy Backdoors in Retrieval-Augmented Generation
arXiv 2610.25937 - 19 Oct 2026: Retrieval-Augmented Generation (RAG) enables
large language models to access external knowledge during inference, but its
reliance on external knowledge bases also introduces new attack surfaces.

# SoK: PIAtlas: Decomposing the Unbounded Prompt Injection Attack Space arXiv
2610.24999 - 18 Oct 2026: Prompt injection is the dominant security risk for large-
language-model (LLM) applications and agents, yet the field still lacks a coherent
map of how these attacks are constructed.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Al Securecon Summit 2026 25 Nov 2026 - Hyderabad: AI-driven cybersecurity and
fraud prevention for BFSI.

o Infosec Reimagined 26 Nov 2026 - New Delhi (The Shangri-La): CISO forum: secure
AI, defend data, recover faster.

o AVAR 2026 Cyber Security Conference 2-4 Dec 2026 - Hyderabad: Al security,
threat intelligence and CISO tracks.

WHY IT MATTERS

Agents with real credentials are a new insider risk: give them least privilege, log
everything and rotate keys.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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SOCIETY & GOVERNANCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Governance

The EU has published the first harmonised standard
supporting the AI Act, EN 18286 on quality management,
and India's MeitY has sought 10,000 more Al compute
units through C-DAC.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

 First harmonised standard supporting the AI Act published European
Commission - 19 Oct 2026: The reference to EN 18286:2026 on quality
management systems is now in the Official Journal, giving providers a
presumption of conformity.

o MeitY seeks 10,000 more AI compute units under IndiaAl (India) The
Intelligent (Hindi) - 19 Oct 2026: The ministry has issued a request through
C-DAC for the supply of 10,000 additional AI compute units.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS
o CXBench: A Benchmark for Process-Compliant LLM Agents in Regulated

Customer-Experience Workflows arXiv 2610.25954 - 19 Oct 2026: Tool-
using language agents increasingly perform regulated customer-service
workflows, where a correct final state is insufficient: agents must also
provide disclosures, obtain consent, and follow required procedures.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Bharat Privacy Conference 2026 12 Nov 2026 - New Delhi (Manekshaw
Centre): India's privacy, security and AI leaders.

© AICTE-ATAL FDP on Responsible AI Governance for LLMs 16-21 Nov
2026 - Hyderabad (MGIT): Free six-day offline faculty programme, 50 seats.

WHY IT MATTERS

Standards turn the AI Act from text into checklists, and public compute is
India's lever for broad access to AL

SOCIETY & GOVERNANCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Ethics & Safety

A Harvard Kennedy School 'pre-mortem’ sets out how
catastrophic Al risk could unfold and warns firms must
act now, while new preprints show safety behaviour
can be miscalibrated and eroded by fine-tuning.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Isit already too late to reduce catastrophic Al risk? Harvard Gazette -
19 Oct 2026: The Kennedy School pre-mortem lays out threats,
vulnerabilities and possible steps.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

» Recoverability-Controlled Safety Miscalibration in Large Language
Models arXiv 2610.22425 - 15 Oct 2026: Safety-aligned language models
are expected to refuse harmful requests while remaining useful for
benign ones.

+ When Safety Fails Collectively: Robust Alignment Against Harmful
Fine-Tuning via Joint Weight Perturbations arXiv 2610.25683 - 19 Oct
2026: Harmful fine-tuning can rapidly erode the safety alignment of
large language models, creating substantial risks when aligned models
are adapted to downstream tasks.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o MERe AI 2026 - Machine Ethics and Reasoning in AI 1-2 Dec 2026 -
Toronto (Vector Institute); day 1 streamed: Second workshop on machine
ethics and moral reasoning.

WHY IT MATTERS

Imagining failure before it happens is a standard safety method in
medicine and aviation; applying it to AI makes risks concrete enough
to act on.
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Al Social Impact
ONE Data has launched an AI platform giving free access to
aid, lending and debt data, and in South Africa Tshikululu

and Dr Sophia Al are piloting Al-assisted primary care for
underserved communities.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o ONE Data launches the Development Finance Observatory fundsforNGOs
News - 19 Oct 2026: The Al platform, backed by $4 million from the
Rockefeller Foundation and Google.org, was launched at the World Bank-IMF
Annual Meetings on 14 October.

o Tshikululu and Dr Sophia AI pilot Al-assisted care Lifestyle & Tech - 19 Oct
2026: The pilot targets language barriers and distance that keep millions of
South Africans from consistent primary care.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o Al-Driven Disaster Response and Displacement Monitoring arXiv
2610.21482 - 15 Oct 2026: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) has demonstrated
its potential across a wide range of humanitarian tasks, offering scalable and
data-driven solutions to some of the world's most pressing challenges.

o Looking Complete Is Not Being Grounded: Evaluating LLM Sitreps Against
Human-Authored Situation Reports arXiv 2610.18762 - 13 Oct 2026:
Evaluation for automatic crisis reporting should measure what practitioners
need, not what is convenient to compare.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o 10th CSR Conference: AI & Innovation in CSR 3 Nov 2026 - New Delhi:
Shaping the future of CSR with AL

o Fundamentals of Al for Social-Sector Professionals 12-14 Nov 2026 - Online
(Zoom): Live evening sessions; 590 for NPOs.

WHY IT MATTERS

Open data on development finance and AI triage in underserved clinics show
social-impact AI moving from slogans to services.

SOCIETY & GOVERNANCE - 20 OCT 2026

Al Smart Cities & Real Estate
Property is going agentic: Zillow is now inside Claude for home
search and affordability, Stockholm's Vessla raised $3.3 million to

run Al agents on legacy real-estate software, and Sejong's smart
city starts its first apartment presale.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Zillow brings housing intelligence to Claude Zillow Group - 19 Oct 2026: A new
connector lets people explore homes for sale or rent, check values and estimate
affordability inside Claude.

o Vessla raises $3.3M pre-seed led by Seedcamp Tech Funding News - 19 Oct 2026: The
Stockholm proptech deploys Al agents across legacy commercial real-estate software.

# Sejong Smart City launches first apartment presale Seoul Economic Daily - 19 Oct
2026: BS Hanyang will start the November presale of L Soojain, a 2,316-unit complex
in the national pilot city's lead district.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

o An Event-Driven System Architecture for a 15-Minute Urban Flood Digital Twin: A
Hanoi Case Study arXiv 2610.25917 - 19 Oct 2026: Flash floods in Hanoi submerge
roads within minutes of heavy rain onset, yet public flood advisories remain
retrospective.

o A Bayesian Spatially Varying Coefficient Model for Surface Urban Heat Island
Estimation arXiv 2610.21980 - 15 Oct 2026: Surface urban heat islands (SUHIs) are
commonly studied using satellite-derived land surface temperature (LST), but many
analyses rely on static summaries or pointwise urban-rural contrasts,...

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Smart City Expo World Congress 2026 3-5 Nov 2026 - Barcelona (Fira Gran Via):
Leading smart-cities event; responsible AI and data sovereignty.

¢ RICS India Built Environment Summit 18 Nov 2026 - Mumbai (Taj Santacruz): Built-
environment summit with structured CPD.

o ET Realty & Beyond Summit Hyderabad 25 Nov 2026 - Hyderabad (Le Méridien): How
Al data and immersive tools are changing real estate.

WHY IT MATTERS

Home search is moving into assistants and smart-city pilots are becoming homes
people can buy; data quality and privacy now shape the experience.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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Al Startups & Investment
Tenstorrent has raised $1.5 billion at a $6.2 billion
valuation to stay independent and scale its open Al

chips, after drawing acquisition interest earlier this
year.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY
* Tenstorrent hits $6.2B valuation TechCrunch - 19 Oct 2026: The
Nvidia challenger raised $1.5 billion to remain independent.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

¢ Auditing AI-Washing in German Startups: A Mixed-Methods Study
of Marketing Claims and Perceptions arXiv 2610.11788 - 8 Oct 2026:
Al-washing is the use of 'Al' as a marketing term where products'
claims are exaggerated, likely to capture the hype from investors
and consumers.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

¢ TiEcon Delhi 2026 2-3 Dec 2026 - New Delhi (India Habitat Centre):
Founders and investors on sovereign tech, consumer scale and AL

¢ TiE Global Summit 2026 - The Next Decade 14-15 Dec 2026 -
Indore: Arenas on applied AI, agentic workflows and capital.

WHY IT MATTERS

Investors are still willing to fund alternatives to Nvidia at scale, a
sign the AI-chip market is not yet settled.

News summary only, not investment advice.

FUTURE & FRONTIER - 20 OCT 2026

Al Consciousness
A Nature essay gives three neuroscience-based
reasons why Al is not conscious and may never be, as

experts respond to Elon Musk's suggestion that Al can
feel pain.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o Three reasons why Al is not conscious and perhaps never will be
Nature - 19 Oct 2026: Language models mimic thought and feeling,
but evidence from neuroscience suggests intelligence alone is not
enough for subjective experience.

* Experts on whether Al can feel pain Business Insider - 19 Oct 2026:
Consciousness researchers say Al isn't sentient, but that doesn't
mean we should be cruel to it.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

* From cacophony to hierarchy: a principled framework for assessing
Al consciousness arXiv 2609.35618 - 28 Sep 2026: The question of AI
consciousness is one of the most urgent pre-emptive problems in
philosophy and computer science, yet progress is hampered by a
cacophony of competing theories that often talk past each other.

* What Can Analogy Tell Us About Artificial Consciousness? arXiv
2610.01002 - 1 Oct 2026: Who or what is conscious? Because
subjective experience is directly accessible only in the first person,
judgments about consciousness in other entities depend partly on
analogy.

WHY IT MATTERS

How we answer the consciousness question shapes rules on AT
welfare, design and how people relate to chatbots.
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ATAGI & ASI

A Times of India essay argues that 'superintelligence'’
is not yet science, three weeks after a US executive
order told federal departments to stop saying
'artificial intelligence'.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

¢ Superintelligence isn't science. Not yet. Times of India blogs - 19 Oct
2026: The essay follows the 29 September executive order
renaming Al in federal usage.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

¢ Superintelligence and the Triple Risk of an AI Race arXiv
2610.17085 - 12 Oct 2026: On many estimates, artificial general
intelligence (AGI) is likely to emerge within the next few decades or
even sooner.

¢ Athanor: An Agent-Native System for Autonomous Post-Training
Research arXiv 2610.21055 - 15 Oct 2026: Recursive self-
improvement, in which AI systems build stronger AI systems, is one
promising route to superintelligence.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

¢ GAI-HyperI 2026 - Generative Al and Hyper Intelligence 9-13
Nov 2026 - Melbourne (with IEEE CyberSciTech): Theme: Beyond
Generation.

WHY IT MATTERS

Words shape policy: calling today's systems 'superintelligence' can
inflate expectations and blur the real risks.

FUTURE & FRONTIER - 20 OCT 2026

Al Future Frontiers
Brookhaven National Laboratory reports first-of-a-kind
superconducting 'super intelligence' chips that analysed

fusion plasmas, and world-model research keeps
stretching to longer horizons.

RESEARCH, INDUSTRY & POLICY

o First-of-a-kind chips analyse fusion plasmas Brookhaven National
Laboratory - 19 Oct 2026: The new chips can help scientists monitor and
control the superhot plasma used to produce fusion energy.

JOURNALS & PREPRINTS

® Frechet Forcing: Training Long-Horizon Streaming World Models from
Short Clips arXiv 2610.25666 - 19 Oct 2026: Streaming video world models
generate the future chunk by chunk, conditioned on their own past and a
stream of actions.

* EmbodiedWorld-200K: Toward Embodied World Agents via Embodied-
Planning Dataset and Interactive World Models arXiv 2610.25959 - 19 Oct
2026: Building embodied agents that can perceive, reason, and act across
diverse 3D worlds is a central research direction toward artificial general
intelligence.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

o Bengaluru Tech Summit 2026 - AI & Beyond 17-19 Nov 2026 - Bengaluru:
Asia's largest integrated technology event.

* Bharat AI Innovation 2026 20-21 Nov 2026 - Mumbai (World Trade Center):
India's B2B AI conference and GenAl expo.

@ The AI Summit New York 2026 9-10 Dec 2026 - New York (Javits Center):
Turning AL ambition into real-world impact.

WHY IT MATTERS

Fast on-chip AI could help steer fusion reactors in real time, linking two
frontier technologies.

Join on WhatsApp: chat.whatsapp.com/ItZOpPjfuPeAW686GIvV7Q
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